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A SyorT and EASA Mero 
WITH THE | 


 DEISTS. 


—_— WHEREIN | 
ie TRUTH of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
| is demonſtrated by ſuch Rules as ſtand upon the 
Convidion of our outward Senſes, and which are 


incompatible with the fabulous Hiftories of the 


Heathen Deities, the Deluſions of Jy or EAN 
other Impoſture whatſoever. 
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Defence of genuine Chri ſti- 
"amy," & „ 


08 of the Enemies of revealed 
Religion, put on a Mask of Chri- 
ſtianity, and pretend a Regard 
to it; tho' at the ſame Time, 
they are endeavouring what they 
can to under mine and affront it. it {| 
This is very evident to thoſe who have read Col. 
lin's, Woolſton's and Tindal's late Writings; 1 
vith others of the like Kidney; and the Author 
of this Print before us, appears to be of the 
ame Mind, tho' 'tis plain he has yielded the 
Cauſe to the Chriſtian Writers, as will after- 
wards appear. Tis remarkable, that all ſuch 
Writers ſet up upon the ſpecious Pretext of 
free Thinkers, and impartial Enquzrers after 
Truth, and will by no Means allow the Wri- 
ters in Defence of Chriſtianity any Share of 
this; particularly the Mznaſters of the Goſpel, | 
they write for Hire, Wealth, Power, and the 
like, if ye will believe them; but really they do [ 
too much for them, that credit them, in theis 
55. A 2 Cog: 
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Controverfies againſt revealed Religion and Mi. 
nefters. . ls not this very modeſt in thoſe; that 
they, and they only, ſhould aſſume the Name 
of free Thinkers and impartial Enquirers al. 
ter Truth? Beſides the Modeſty, where is the 
Charity of this? Are all Chriſtzans prejudiced 
and byaſſed, eſpecially Miniſters? Is this the 
Share they muſt expect of their joczal Fzrrnes, 
in which they place all R-ligion? Let this be 
turned into a Fropofition, and ſee with what 
Face it will appear. That we are to exerciſe 
Love, Renevolence and Beneficence to all Men, 
except the Miniſters of the Goſpel, © 
Lis very remarkable, that all the Briemies of 
revealed Religion in all or moſt of their Write 
ings, are very liberal in venting their Malice, 
Spite, Redicule and Satire, againſt Mznzſters 
as the molt contemptible uſeleſs Perſons upon 
Earth, Decezvers of the People, and the like; 
and you will {ee in this Paper, that the Author 
joins cordially with them. Many are of Opinion, 
that the Reaſon of all this is, that they may 
wound revealed Religion through their Sides; 
but God will defend both it and them, as hi. 
therra he has done. | 
This Author tells us, That TJafidels and 
* free Thitkers have refuted, and rediculed 4 
* Revelation, which the Ort hodov make 4 
« Series of Myſteries to Purpoſe; and he would 
* fain fix a Contradiction in Terms upon them, 
* Myſtery and Revelation being quite oppoſite 
* Idcas,” as he ſays. 3 '0 

This is 2 Contradi&ion of his own finding. W Zeſt 
Whoever maintained, that the Myſteries of out ¶ ora 
holy revealed Religion, ſuch at tho Trinity 
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Mi. Jud Incarnatſon of aur Lord and Saviour Jeſug 
that chriſt are Myſteries as revealed ? No, they 
Tame Ie as plain by the Revelation, as Words can 
af. Wnike them, Matth. xxviii. 19. Go therefore, 
the Ne reach all Nations, bapiizing them in the 
liced me of the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghoſh 
the ohn v. 17. There are Three that bear Re- 
e, Wind in Heaven, the Father, and tlie ord, 
s be Wind te Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Thre? are Oue. 
vhat Cor. xiii. 14. The Grace of our Lord FJeſul 
rcaſe N riſt, and the Love of God, and the Com- 


Ven, Nn of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you a 


men. The Trinity, I think, y encle an ? 
8 of ich like Scriptures, is plainly revealed, not- 
Vrit: With ſtanding ail the Arrzfice of the Sugtnrans 
Tice, Nad Dezfts to pervert them. As to the /ncars 
ters Nation of the Son of God, Can any Thing be 
pon {Wore plain, than what we have in John i 14. 
ke; ¶ id ihe Word was made Fleſh and dwelt a+ 
hong ns, and we beheld his Glory, as of the 


jon, N. Hegotten Son of Goa, full of Grace ana 
ray ruth. Rom. ix. 35. — And of whom, as con- 
es; Nerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who ig over all 


bod bleed for ever. Gal. iv. 4. But when the 
Fulneſy, of Time was come, God ſent forrh his 


nd on, made of a Woman, made under the Laws. 
d 2 lou may likewiſe ſee for this, Philip. ii. 6, 7. 


None of the Myſteries of our holy Religion, are 

Myſteries as revealed, and fo this Author's 

Contrad ict ĩon evaniſhes. They are indeed ca 1- 
led Myſteries after the Redelation, by theſe 
wholeſome Words, even the Words of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, aud the Doctriue which is ac- 
tording to Godlzneſs, which our Author ſeems 


ty, Foot only to approve, bur to be ford of, by his 
V Bo quoting 
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: quoting it twice or thrice in one Sheet, as the 


Author may ſee by the ſame Apoſtle, 1 Tim; 
iii. 16. And without Controverſy, great is the 
Myſtery of Godlzneſs, God was manifeſted in 
rhe Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of An. 
gels, preached unto the Gentales, believed on 
an the World, recei ved up into Glory. Eph. iii. 
3, 4. How that by Revelation he made known 
to me the Myſtery, as I wrote afore in a few 
Words, whereby when ye read, ye may under. 
ſtaud my Knowledge in the Myſtery Chriſt.” If 
the Author had read and conſidered theſe Scrip- 
tures, and the like, he could not poſſibly have 
found his Contradiction in Terms; but a Spit 
againſt revealed Religion and Miniſters, will 
make ſome Men find any Thing. They are 
doubtleſs called Myſteries after the Revelation 
of them, becauſe they were, and always will be 
Hid from the Light of Nature, as you may ſee 
by theſe Words he quotes as wholeſome, they 
are the Words of the ſame Apoſtle, ſee 1 Cor. 
ii. 14, And becauſe after the Revelation of 
them, there is ſomething in the Manner of them 
#ncomprehenſible, and that we can have no ade- 
quate Idea of; and will this Author pretend 
to deny the infinite Perfections of God, becauſe 
finite Underitandings cannot comprehend them ? 
So that he muſt allow Myſterzes, notwithſtand- 
ing all his Rzdzcule, unleſs he turns Atheiſt. 
Pray, can we have any adequate Idea of Infi- 
nity, [mmenfity, Omniſcience, and Omnipre- 
ſence, c? Or to come lower, How can we ac- 


count for the Myſtery of Creation, and many 
myſterious Works in Nature and Providence? 


Caa this Author pretend to account for the U- 
| nion 
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on of the Soul and Body? He muſt owh A 
the feries, or abandon common Senſe and Reaſon, 
22 48 well as the only Rule which he allows, as 
will appear afterwards, | 2 puter 
The Author proceeds to vent his Venom and 
Gall againſt Chriſtzans, particularly Miniſlers, 
whom he in Redicule calls Orthodor; The 
® Orthodox preſuming, as he ſays, to ſpeak bet- 
© ter Things of God than the Spirit of God 
„ himſelf hath done, have given us their Prin- 
„ ciples, in Syſtems, Creeds, Confeſſions, £c.” 
Theſe they contend for as true Chriſtzantry, 
and theſe are the Tenets diſputed and ridi- 
culed by the Infidels, Sc. Who can paſs ap- 
plying ſome of the wholeſome Words of divine 
Revelation to him? What ſtall be given unto 
thee, or what - ſhall be done unto thee, thou falſe 
Tongue | Pſal. cxx: 3. Do any of the reformed 
Proteſtant Churches preſume to ſpeak better 
Things of God than the Spirit of God himſelf 
has done ? Do they not appeal always to the 
dcreprures for what they ſay and teach. I ap- 
peal for the Truth of this to all their Confeſi- 
ng and Syſfems. I am ſure all of them teach, 
that noth ing is to be received or taught, but 
what is grounded upon the Scriptures; yea, 
might not this Author have heard them preach 
irequently this Doctrine, on theſe. and ſuch 
like Texts, Ja. viii. 20. Gal. i. 8. 70 v. 29. 
bal. vi. 16. 1 appeal to all their Hearers for the 
Truth of this. I am. a Chriſtian and Proteſtant, 
nd bere ſincerely renounce all Confeſſions, 
(reeds, and Syſtems, that are not contained in 
the, Word of God, either in expreſs Words, or 
by native and genuine Conſequences * 
8 rom 
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from Scripture Texts, and af am Ture, T I 'have all 
or moſt Part of the Proteſtants agreeing with ts. 
in this; if the Popiſh Church, or any Proteſtants 
ſpeak otherwiſe,” let them A the Author. 

quable it out betwixt them: I[t is then a vile 
Slanden upon all the Proteſtant Churches ; and 
1 beg God may give the Author, be who he 
will, Repentance for ſuch à notorious and abo- 
minab le Calumny. The Proteftant Churches 
teach no Principles for Chriſtianity, but what 
Chrilt and his A poſtles taught. 

1 am very well pleaſed with the Authot's' pe 
e of true Nele * True Religion is 
% what we ate to believe, and what is our Du- 
ty to God and our Neighbours, in the Words 
„of our Saviour and his Apoſtles.” I dareſay, 
moſt Part of Chriſtiavs will approve of thil 
Mort Deſcription of CHriſtianity, and tis cet- 
tain, that they diſclaim all religious Prin 
ciplet whatloever, that are nor founded upon 
the Prophets and Apoſtles; Jeſus Chriſt him- 
elf being the ch zef Corner ſtore; tho I think 

tis evident that the Senſe of Scripture may be 
delivered in. other V'ords than what we have 
in Scripture, And I dare ſay, few of common 
Senſe and Reaſon doubt this; for *tis the Senſe 
of Scripture we are principally to regard ; fot 
Who can of will ſay, that our Tranſlations. gin 
us the Words of Scripture, tho' they give u 
the: Senſe thereof: If any would ſee this accu- 
rately diſcuſſed, let them read the late learned 
Mr. Cumiug his Book Upon Soriprure-conſe 
Muences. 
Hie tells us of a Bet of Men, * who conten 
* more ſtrenuouſly for the Neceſfiy of Syſtem! 
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reed, Comments, &c. (whence their Gain) 
* than for Chriſſianity itſell“ This is to ou; 
lumniate in Grdls ; he, ſhauld have been; and 
.onght to be particular, who this Set of Men 
are. 1 do, in Oppoſition to this groſs and vile 
Calumny, expreſly affirm, That none of the 
Proteſtant Churches belong to this Set of Men; 
Ec. that they refuſe that they affect any Thing 
in religious Matters, or contend more” ſtrenu- 
ouſly for their Syſtems, Conſeſſions; & e. than fot 
Chriſtianity itſelf, They, as I have ſaid, te- 
nounce all theſe, and every other Thing in di- 
vine Matters, which has no Foundation in the 
Werd of God; and they are far from being ſo. 
blaſphemous, as to freſume to ſpeak berter 
Things of the Spirit of God, than the Spirit 
of God himſelf has done, as appears by all their 
Confeſſions and | Syſtems. Let me again apply. 
ſome of the wholeſome Words of the Spirit. of 
God to this Author, Pal. lii. a2, 3. Thy 
Tongue deviſerh Miſchief, like a ſharp Razor 
working . deceatfully. Zhou loveſt Evil more 
than Good, and Lying rather than to ſpeak 
Rzghteouſneſs. I am perſwaded, that it is the 
Grief and Sorrow of their Hearts that they can- 
pot ſpeak ſo well of the Things of the Spirit 
of God as they ought to do, inſtead of preſum- 
ing to ſpeak better of theſe Things than the 
Spirit himſelf has done, as appears by their 
Prayers before their Sermons, ,, . 5 
As to the Author's Queſtion, © Whether the 
* Scripture is & compleat Book or Stem of 
* Religion or not ?” All the Proteſtant Churches 
of the World anſwer, That it is a perfect and 
tompleat Rule of Faith and Mannets. As to 
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erroneous Petſons. 
other, would ſee the Uſe and Neceſſity of ſuch 


10 


the ſecond Part of the Author's Queſtion, It 


it is ſufficient for all the Pygpoſes of Salvati. 
% on? There is no need then of Confeſtons, 


© Creeds, Comments, to patch up with; Ge. 


Indeed, if it was not for ſuch Men, as the Au: 


"thor, and other erroneous Perſons of the like 
Kidney, and for ignorant Perſons, there would 


be leſs Need of ſuch Things; but there's tod 


great Need for theni to inſtruct, warn, and 


guard Chriſtians againſt ſuch blaſphemous and 
But if the Author, or any 


Things, let them read the late Mr. Dunlop 
learned Preface to the Confeſſions of Faith; for 


Pris needleſs to repeat what has been ſo well 
faid. 


Our Author gives us a Sample of his CHa. 


'92ty, which is, I bear all Manner of Good- 
„will and Charity towards thoſe who become 
good and virtuous; and he ſhews us, that 
se this is by the Dictates of Reaſon and Na- 


4 ture.” He might have taken in here the 
Dictates of the Scripture tob, which exalts out 
Charity far above what either Reaſon or Na- 
ture does; but I ſuppoſe he waved this, leaft 
his Charity ſhould have extended to Miniſters; 
and I am ſure, by what he ſays in this Sthe: 


dule, they have a very ſmall Share of his Good- 


will and Charity, as will appear afterwards. 


He tells us indeed, That the End and Defign 
* of Chriſtianity is to make Mankind good and 
* virtuous;” and I dare ſay; all Chriſtzans will 
agree with him in this, however they may dif- 
fer from him in other Things : The great Defign 
of revealed Religion, is to bring us to Chriſty 


who 
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. 
abo ig the Way, ghe Truth, and the Life. And 
if we be brought to Chrzſt, we certainly will 
become good and virtuous, in the moſt exalted 
Senſe of theſe Words. He pretends to doubt of 
the Difference betwixt natural and revealed Re · 


ligion. If this be ſo, the Chriſtians and the 


Enemies of revealed Religion are fighting a- 
bout nothing; but I ſuppaſe he will find few 
of his; Opinion in this. Let him anſwer at his 
Leiſure the late learned and pious Mr. Halz- 
burton's Book, intitu led, Natural Religion in- 
ſalficient to Happineſt. 5 25 
The Chreſtzans are obliged to the Author, 
or rather to the Power of Truth, which has ex 
torted this Confeſſion from him, That the Au- 
thentickneſs of the Scriptures never was, nor 


can be called in Queſtion, but in a Way that 


* muſt overturn all Hiſtory whatſoever.” The 
Chriſtians defire no more of him, nor of any 
Man; and by this -Canfeſſion he is obliged to 
believe all the Doftranes and Precepts ef the 
old and New Teſtament. Great is the Power 
of Truth, and it will prevail. The Treatiſe 
annexid, does indeed demonſtrate our Author's 
Confeſſion ; and what he ſays in that ſmall Trea- 
tiſe, is enough to ſtop the Mouths of all the 
Adverſaries of revealed Religion for ever, if 
any Thing can do this, except a | 
He tells us, That about 1700 Years ago, God 
« ſent an extraordinary Perſon into the World, 
Oo. He was indeed 3 very extravrdinary 
Perſon, yea a non- ſuch Perſon, the Breghtneſs 
of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon, Heb. i. 3. God manifeſted in 
#be Fleſh;(as before.) This indeed is an ynparal- 
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Ichled Iaſtadee of God's Love. to a ſtuful World, 
n ii. 16. God ſ% loved the World, tc. 1 


hope this is not founded upon Confe//ions, (reed, 
Syſtems, &e. but is found literally in God's 
Word, which is Authentic, as before. 
Our Author makes a great deal of Buſtle and 
Noiſe about the Obſcurity of the Scriptures, 
which he tells us, AfﬀordInfidels an unexhauſt- 


« ible: Fund of Debate and Redicule ; for, ſay 
they, the infinite Train of Commentarers, 


* Note makers, Sermon makers, and other In- 
t terpreters of them, is a Demonſtration of their 
0 GHParknefs, Uncertainty and Inſufficiency, and 
6. of their not being of divine Authority.“ If 


either he or they take the Ooctrines of theſe: 


Interpreters to be Chriſtianity, and if they be 
not founded 2/2072 rhe Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and Chriſt: as the chief Corner ſtone, let them 


argue againſt, and vidicule them as much as 


they pleaſes Chriſtians are not concerned to an- 
ſwer for them any further. The Author joins 
with them, and tells us, That tis very natu- 
* ral for them to do ſo; for moſt of theſe In- 
« terpreters ſay, That they have a divine Right 
© to interprete the Laws of God, which is all 
& one as if they made them; an ſovereign 
« Interpreter of Laws being the ſame: as a Law- 
% maker, and their Interpretations! being moſt 
© abſurd, inconſiſtent and contradictory, the 
5 Infidels have the urmoſt Advantage againſt 
* them! This is another of the Author's 
vile Calumnies; for all the Proteſtants. unani- 
mouſly are of the Mind, That the fame Spirit 


which dictate the Scriptures, is the beſt Inter- 


preter of Sripture; and they reject, with Ab- 


horrence, 


» — — 
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horrence, any :ntdrpretations on Ct 
aich have no Foundation yn: the Scripturess 
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They are far from being, ot taking to them- 
ſelves, the Charatter of ſoverrign Interfiverery' 
of God's Word; all they pretend: to, is to en- 
plain the. Soraprures in a Conſiſtence with 
themſelves; for tho! ther be no real Contra 
dictions jn them, yet there abe ſeveral ſeeming. 


Ones, and to give the Senſe or Meaning to 


thoſe wh cannot ſo well und erſtand them; and 
this indeed: they profeſs ta belong to them; ac 
ha v ing their Cumm iſſion from him, who has 

promi ſed to he with them to the End of the 
World, as any may ſee in Mairbhb. xxviii. 20. 
and in Eb. iv. 1h. 250 1 701k, would. have' 
thought the Author woulchhave had more coom-: 
mon Senſe: than to afſent: with the Iaffdelt, as 
he calls them, or any others, that to interprete/ 
Laws is alll ane as to makecthem. Our Adoo- 
cares (explain Laws, anch the Lord of Seſſiom 
have the r. Deviſſong ; butt who are fo Lunatok, 
1s to make their Interpbetations and Decifiong 
of the ſame: Authority with the Laws: them- 
ſelves, unlefs they give the genuine Senſe of 
the Laws? I can ſcarce th ink, that any Man 
who is chmpor mentir will aſſert this. If Com- 
ments, Nager makers, and Srmommnufersmaſſert 
any Thing inly grounded upon 


but what is- pla 8 
the Scriptures; let the Author and his Infidels 
rxulioule them as muchoas they pleaſe. As for 
ſodersign Interpreters, b Eno none who: pre- 
tend to itꝭ but the Pape and the Authar may 
go to Nome, if he pleaſes, and upbraid bis 
Hons. for .his Saucineſs and! Blaſphemy. 5 


The 
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francs of its Founder to object againſt. 
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The Chriſtians need not value the Contemps i 
and Redicule of any Dezfts, Infidels, or others; 


and I would fain hope with the Author, that 
ſuch | Perſons would read the Scriptures ſeri. 


duſly over, and then, as Men of Candor, free 


of all Partiality, and as fair Enquirers, ſee if 


they can find any Thing in the Life and Do. 


For my Part, I ſhould be very ealy, zf all 


unneceſſany and hurtful Reſtraints were taken 


off Men, for examining freely into the Truth 


of Chriſtianity: For J am of the Author's O. 


pinion in this, that Truth will always ſhine 
the breghter the more it zs examined 3 but 
ſuch Examinators, be who they will, ſhould 
reaſon modeſtly and diſcreetly, and ſhould not 
rail and redicule the moſt ſacred Perſons and 


Things. I think tis intolerable, that any that 


live in Chriſti an Countries, ſhould be allowed 
to give vile Names and Characters to our bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, and his 
Prophets, as the late Collzn's in his Grounds 
and Reaſons does, calling him a Prevaricator; 
and them no better than Gypſies and Fortune: 
zellers. And Tindal in his Chriſtianity, &c. 


gives Confucius, the Chineſe Philoſopher, the 


Preference to Chriſt, and tells us expreſly, That 
he taught better Morals than our Saviour did, 
tho' we know very little either of him or his 
Morals, except what we have from the Jeſuite 
Miſſionaries, who are none of the Perſons of 
beſt Credit. *Fis known how the late foul- 
mouthed VWoolſton treats our Saviour's Miracles, 
after à moſt ſcurrilans Manner, with Banter 
and Redicule, tho they be moſt impregnable 


* 
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of Chriſt; and you ſee one of the great Ends 


150 


3 Evidences of his divine Miſſion and DoArimer; 
and this Author; who ſpares 'not to tell us, 


'That the Orthonox preſume to ſpeak better 


Things the Spirit of God than the Spirit x 


God himſelf has done; which is notoriouſly 
falſe; as before. 3 
Our Author now proceeds to give us a Syſtens. 


of our Duties to God and our Neighbours ; for 
tho' he hates Syſtems; and redicules them, yet 
this muſt be underſtood of other Mens Syſtems, 


not his own. He ſhows us methodically, 
1ſt, Our Duties to God. 24ly; The Duties of 
Magiſtrates and Subjects, 34ly, The Duties of 
Husbands and Wives. 4rhly, The Duties of 
Parents and Children. And laſtiy, The Duties 
of every one of us. I hope ye will take notice; 
that he has not a Word of the Duties of Mini- 
ſters, or of the People to their Miniftets, for 
what Reaſon you may eaſily gueſs: He redi - 
cules Miniſters and thinks them ufeleſs Per- 
ſons; but Sir, Is not the Duties of 1ni/ters, 


and of People to their Miniſters, as plainly 


and fully revealed as any Duties the Author 
mentions ? Some of which I ſhall briefly lay 
before you. 3 EPI. 
1/7, The Duties of Miniſters, Ep. iv. 11, 


12, 13. And he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 


Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Pa- 


tors and Teachers, for the ßerfecting of the 


Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry. for the 
edifyzng of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come 
to the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know- 
ledge of rhe Son of God, unto a perfett Man, 
amto the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs. 


for 
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. for which Minffters ate appoiited, 287+ Uh. 
That aue benceforth he no more (MHildren tel. 
fed roo and fro, an rarried about wet hi every 


£ 


Mind e Dottrine, by rhe Slight of Men; n 


aunning Craſtineſs, whereby they h in wart 


* 70 deceive. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to ſbe thy- 


F approved 41nto'Ged, a Workman that need- 


eh. not to be nfhamed, rightly diarding the. 


H#ord of Truth, Col. iv. 1). And ſay to Ar- 


' chippus, rake herd. to thy Miniſtry ohzob thou 


baſe received of the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 
Ace xx. 28. Take heed therefore unto your: 
Jelves, and to all the Flook over which the 
Holy Ghoſt bath made you Overſeers, to feed 
the Church of God, which he has purchaſed 
with his Blood. I could add a great many 
other Texts to this : Purpoſe, - but you have 2 
full Dzreflory for Minifters in: the Epiſtles 
wrote to Timor hy and Titus, which any may 
read at their Leiſure, I ſhall only add another, 
which the Author, after his uſual 2nconſiſcent 
Way of Writing, applies to private Chriſtians, 
Tir. ii. 1. But ſpeak thou the Things which 
Fecome ſuund Dofrine; ver. J, B. In all Thengs 
ſhowing thyſelf a Pattern of good Works, 248 
Doctrine ſhewing Incorruptnaſt, Gravity, Sen- 
cerity, ſound Speech, that cannot he condemneay 
that be that's of the contrary Part may be 
aſhamed, having no Evil to ſay of you. 


| 2dly, The Duties of People to their Minifters; 4 


Heb. xiii. 19. Obey them that have the Rule 


over mort, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they warch | 


for your Souls, as they that muſt give an Ae: 


cou. 1Tim. v. 19. Let the Elders that rult 


wvell be counted worthy of double Honour, eo 


pecrally 
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a potially: "rhiy: 8 in rd nu Doe: 
ino. Gal. vi. 6. Let. him thalt taught bt the 
1515 Mord, communichte to him that teacheih in alt 


0 
0 ? 


and good'T bigs. Matth. x1 41. He tha #ecerverh 


na! Prop let in the Name of a: Prophet, all 
thy- rectide a Propher's. Reward: i Thefl} v. 124 
iz. Aud ue leſerch yon Brer hren, to kn 
e em that labour among yon, and are oder 
A. % in t he Lord, and admonifh vo; And to 
eſteem rhem very highly (in Lobe for tbeir 
1 17 Works. Sake. Many others of the like Sort may 
be added; ſee. what x dreadful. Riſque they run 
who def pile \ Minzfters,- Luke x 16. He that 
ſer e yon hearerh me, and he that deſp derb 
. ajed you Neſpiſathb me, and. he that Heſpijerts _ 40. 
Raser Bim 2 Sent me. * 
Now Sir, are not 'theſs: 2vbolb/bms Wards; 
enen the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt," and 
tr Doctrine which 2% accordiug to:Godlineſs, 
to ahh, V we conſent not, or teach other. 
wide, due are proud, knowing nothing, but dot: 
ing abaut. Queſtions, and Strefes af Words; 
whereof comerh Envy, Strife, evil Railings, 
Str miſes; perverſe Diſputings"of Men of cor: 
rupt Minds,. and deſtitute of the Truth; and 
from ſuch we ought' to 'witharaw onrſelyes. 
Aud thus the Time ts come, when we will not 
endure ſound Doctrine, but after our own 
Tuſte, we heap to ourſelves Teachers having 
itching. Bars; turning away our Ears from 
the Trath, and turning them to Fables. I 
hope, Sir, the Author will take this as good Pay, 
ſince he allows it as current Coin, 1 Tim, vi. 3, 
4; go, and SING iv. 35 * 
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I I ſhall not trouble you much with Remarks 
upon our Duties to God, as laid before us by 
our Author; only he tells us, The whole Srreſs 
of our Salvation turns intirely upon our being 
merciful and kind to our Neighbours. Let him 
and his Friends turn the Streæſſ of their Salva: 
tion upon what they pleaſe, tho' I believe. they 
are not more merciful nor kind to their Neigh- 
bours, than thoſe who do not lay that Streſs up- 
on it, if ſo much; yet I am reſolved, as I hope 
all good Chriſtians are with me, to turn the 
Streſs of my Salvation upon the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt; who came to ſeek and to ſave loſt Sin- 
nere, and who ts able to ſave to the uttermoſt 
all that come to God through him, ſeeing he 
over liver to make Interc eſſion for them, Heb. 
vii. 25. And I do fincerely conſent to the wwhole- 
Jome Words and Practice of the Apoſtle, Philip. 
Iii. 7, 8, 9. But what Things were counted 
Gain to me, thoſe I counted Loſs for Chriſt; 
„ yea doubtleſs, and I count all Things but Loſs 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord; for whom I have ſuffered the 
Loſs of all Things, and do count them but 
Dung that I may win Chriſt, and be found 
in him, not having my own Righteouſneſs, 
which zs of the Law, but that which zs by the 
Faith of Chriſt, the Righteonſneſs whieh is of 
God by Faith, &c. I do; likewiſe conſent to 
theſe wholeſome Words, Acts iv. 10, 11, 12, —— 
Neither zs there Salvation in any other, for 
there is none other Name given 1ttnder. Heaven, 
among Men, whereby c muſt be ſaved. | 
heartily acknowledge, thar-Joczal Duties, ſuch 
as being merciful and king to our N 2 
T7 


| © If 7 
Sc. are among the beſt Evidences of our Faith 
in Chriſt, and that we cannot be good Chri- 
ſtzans without them. I always thought, that 
dur Love to God is the grand and leading. 
Principle of all our moral Actions, and ought 
to take:Place of. the Love we ought to have'to 
our Neighbour,: ho“ our Goodneſs cannot ex- 
tend to ham, &c. Yea, I think it impoſſible, 
that we can love our Neighbour fincerely, un- 
leſs we love God firſt; and this is very evident 
in 1 John v. 2. By this we know that we love 
the Children of. Goa, of we love God and keep 
his Gommandments. . IT? 1 
The Author repeats that vile Calumny in 
Page 15. which all true Proteſtants, not only 
abſolutely refuſe, but abhor.. I am ſure, the 
Author and all his Friends cannot produce any 
Protaſtaut Writer or Miniſt er that ever dared 
preſume to ſpeak better of ſpiritual Things 
than the Spirit of God has done; and he muſt 
be held as a ole Calumniator till he make this 
appear. 1 8 2 
He tells: us in his Appeal to Z-fidels, © That 
* the pretended Interpreters of the Scriptures 
* torture them a thauſand Ways, to make them 
'* ferve their Purpoſes of Wealth and Power.” 
He ſhould have been particular, and not flan- 
der in. Groſs; at this Rate let him condeſcend 
on theſe Interpreters, that all good Chriſtians 
may abhor them, which certainly they will. 
If he aims here at the Miuiſters of the Goſpel, 
as tis likely he does, they are ready, moſt of 


w_— 


them, if not all of them, to renounce all Power, 
which Chrz 


ſt has not entruſted them with; and 
us for Wealth, all they pretend to, is a compe- 
HAS 1 tent 
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m nn 
tent Mainfenance for themſelves and Families 
ſuitable to their Stations and Characters in the 
World; and if he conſents to the wholeſome 
Words of nt be Apoſtle, they cannot be refuſed 
this. See 1. Cor. ix. 11, 13, 14. Fude have 
ſoꝛon i yon ſperitual | Thing, it it a great 
Thing, i we ſhall reap your carnal Things? 
Da ye not know, that they :avhich. mini ſter 
about holy Things, live of : the: T hangs of the 
Temple, and they which walt at the Altar are 
Partakers with the Altar? Even ſo hath the 
Lord erdained, that: they -who\ preach the Gor 
el ſhould live of the Goſpel. Rom xv. 274 
For if the\Gentiles have been made Parta lers 

of their ſpiritual Mhiugo, their Dury is allo. rd 
miniſter unts them in carnal Things. Gal. vi. B. 
Let him that taught in the Nord, communis 
cate unto him that teac hetb, in all god Things. 
If he has an Eye, by what he ſays, to the hf © 
lent Benefices and Brſhopricks of Rome, &c. te 
Det our Author and them part the Pei, betwixt No; 
them, moſt of the Proteſtant Miniſters have I ſays 
no Concern in the Corrrogerſp. As to theſe In- war, 
terpreters torturing the Scriptures x thouſand Heb 
Ways. I know none ſo | guilty of this as the Sen, 
Spcenzans, who are Brethren to the Dei ts in inen 
many Things, and the Desſte themſelves. 1 tes\ 


PR 
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never read a greater Peryerter or Totturer-of ha 
the Scrzprures than our Author's Friend, the I} viii. 
late Mr. Tindal, in his Chriſtianity at old as | ever 
the Creation. He (if remember right) per- Sor: 
verts about Forty or Fifty Pexts of Scripture, | ies 
to ſerve his Hlaſphemous Purpoſe of rediculing Ene 
them, and to render them inconſiſtent, which uri 
are learnedly vindicate by his Anſwerers, Mr. the 
e bs 


e | 
lies; Swen And Mr; Toter; and ff Mr. THAT would 
the have been at the Pains to Have looked into any 
ome. ordinary : Commentator or Syſtem, he might 
[ſed  bave ſaved: his Trouble, and ſeen all, or moſt 
ave of them, ſet: in a ſolid and. rational Light 3 but 
ear this would not have ſerved his forementioned 8 
gs? Purpoſe. vidiioq 2% ne) 5 copy c 2 
/ler Gur Author peaks Pruth Tottotiraes,! [that 
ehe I never ſo: inconſiſtent with-whart he ſays at other 
are Times. 4 FheScriprurer, ſays be, Page 15th; 
the 4 are the unHl Rufe! to ditect us to Heaven, 
Gand. true Chriſtians. wil acknowledge no 
27 bisthér; 59 name ſure they will not, this is 
berg all they deſire and all they wagt, they always 
6.70 appeal to thur Rate for t e Trial of all - oo 
i. B. E troverſces bf Fultnl. horny 2 NG SOR 
un | OMA. litt lei beldiv this ke tells us, Gar Fault 
bye nd iho want of Faith; as the Oribodow 
pr. Leathers of Myſterie ru aſſert. People are apk 
&c. Kto belteve tod much rather than tog little.“ 
vixt Now let me apply our Rulorite what Ahe Rötha 
ave ſays here; 0 Does it not expteſly tell us, T ht 
In- without Fairb ri 2mpoiſihle to Pleaſe "God 2 
fand Hebt xb. Av abhateber AH not of Faith ig 
the Sen, Rom Nis; ug Aud this if hi Command: 
in nent, hu a b believe vn l Name ef 
In Fours; Jobn-fii zg, H ye believe mot 
ref Har IT am be; \jje Pall dis in your Sing, John 
the iii 24. He llebar believerth' on the Con bath 
L as | everlaſting Lie; und be that belityeth not the 
per- Sor Gall nan ſee” Lie, bur h Wrath: of 'Goa 
ure, || luder vn hi, John iii 36. Dhix-is the great 
ing | End and Deſign of this Kue; hut theſe: are 
nch ¶ orzrren; that he might kellobe that 'Feſus 2s 
Mr. you Chriſten the Son of: God, and that believing 
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22 } | 
ze might have Life through his Name, John pe 
xx. 31. Tea, | may add, there are more Texts vit 
of Scripture enjoining Faith, than any other PE 
Duty commanded in that holy Rule; Who - 
then can ſay, in a Conſiſtency. with what has fa! 
been ſaid and granted, that People are apt to Th. 
believe too much? Can we poſſibly believe too WF ,..; 
much of what Gad has been pleaſed to reveal Lie 
to us? And after what has been granted, Can non 
it he ſaid, in any Manner of Conſiſtency, 1 ho 
our Fault lies not in the Want of Faith! As to hi 
them he calls Orthodoxn Teachers in Redicule, TI 
they teach no Myſterzes, but what our foreſaid the 
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Here Rule reaches .. 15 Io 

He tells us next, Mat our Fault lies not in ¶ ;p,.. 
the Want of Knowledge, in a direct Contradic; fror 
tion to the Rule he allows, Haſ. iv. 6. My 
People are deſiroyed for lack: of Knowleage. 75. 
Ifa. xxvii. T1. For ti a People of no Under. mig 
landing, therefore he that made them will | juffi 
not have Mercy on them, and he that formed vit 
them will ſhew'rhem no Favour. Jobn iii. 19, ff 1;6,, 
20. And this-as the Condemnation, that Light 
z come into the World, and Men loved Dark «- 
meſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds « 1 
gre Evil; for every one that doth Evi hateth | « 1 
the Light, netther-cometh to the Light, leaſt « el 
is Deeds ſhould be reproved. He adds, Scri: 1. 
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{| „ture, Reaſon, and Nature, teach all Mankind I 4 8 
4 * their Duty, and he gives us two Scriptures to || c. 7 
0 * prove this, Hel. i. 6, 9, 10, 11. I wiſh our jf 
9 Author may be taught the Deity of our Lord] ,, 
1 Feſus Chriſt, by this Sorißture, which, with Kod 
1 the Context, plainly proves it. His other eith; 


Scriprure is Rom, ii, 14. But what if @ great 
* many 


23 


many Men wilt not be taught their Duty; nei 


ther by Seripture, Reaſon, nor Nature, but ſay 
with thoſe in Job xxi. 14: Depars from us; 


becauſe we deſire not the Knowledge of thy Ways; 


and that, becauſe they love their Luſts and ſen- 
ſhal Pleaſures more than God and their Duty? 
This ſeems to be the Caſe; with alas, too many; 
48 is plain by our bleſſed Rule, They hare the 
Light becauſe their Deeds are Evil, as is juſt 
now ſaid, and are Lowers of Pleaſures more 


than. Lovers of God, 2 Tim. iii. 4. It is this 


which makes them ot to like to retain God in 
their Knowledge, Rom. i. 28. And we have 
the Character of ſuch Perſons yet more fully in 
the ſame ſacred Rule, Eph. iv. 18. Having 
their Underſtandings darkned, being alienated 
from the Life of God, through the Ignorance 
that ig in them; becauſe of rhe Blindneſs of 
their Hearts. A great many other Scriptures 
might be added to this Purpoſe, but theſe may 


ſuffice to ſhow how inconſiſtent this Author is 


lieve. SHOTS 

He proceeds and tells us, The moſt igno- 
*.rant Men that ever met with, knew perfe&- 
e ly well, that the Love of God and their 
„ Neighbour is all their Duty, tho* perhaps 
* they could not repeat Creed and Carechifms, 
© which none, not even thoſe that make them, 
* underſtand. The Scriptures, if I may repeat 
it again, are Chriſtians only Rule.” Truly, 
if our Author underſtood the Doctrine and 
Duties, as they are plainly revealed in the 
&crifture, he would not talk ſo inconſiſtently, 


with himſelf, and the Rule he profeſſes to be- 


either with that only Rule or himſelf; be it 


ſeems; 
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ſeems; never met withrany ignorant Perſons. E 
van ay that I have met with many duch ignot: 
rant Perſons, who cbuld not tell who:are itheit 
Neigb bours, except it be fuchs who live thel 
net Poor tu them, nor all the Sv ripiure, Rka: 
on aud Nature, any could make Uſelof, could 
perſwade them 20 loge iheis Nezghbour,: eſpe 
dially if any of their Neighbours did them an 
Injuny, or were jealous of them; as deſigning 
to hurt them; no, they will well you to your 
Face, That they do not love i hem, nor newer 
will do ſo, tho the Scripture has expreſly com- 
manded them 0 love their Enemiet, &c. And 
s for their loving of. God, they cannot fo 
much { ſame of them) as tell who made them: 
nor auhat it Lode to Gd, or Hou one may know 
He love God, tho! plainly revealed by our on! 
Nule: And they know as little df Chriſt, as i 
they had never heard of himmmn. 
But who told this Author and his z guo rant 
Menu; that this is all their Duty, to love. God 
and their Neigbbour. L acknowledge all their 
Duty may be reduced to this; But is it ndt 
their expreſs Duty, ro heliepe 7th the Lord Je. 
1 fus 0 Briſt 2 Our only Rule tells usaplai nly, 2 Me 
bannot be ſaved ꝛcithaut this, :as before; Les, 
are we not to believe all the Truths! which. are 
tevesled in this only Rule, as Well as to obey 
ll its Precepts'? It wauld be: groſs I gu⁰οντνοο]ẽcͤ, 
ea Stupidity itſelf to deny this! Does he or 
Hh is moſF zgnor aht Men know: perfectly - well 
all theſe'; if they ſay ſo, it is not for want of 
Ignorance or # awaty. either. Creed: and Cate- 
chaſms. are ,moſtiuſeful:to inſtructithe Ignorant, 
let the Author ſay What he will. * 
er | : C5 
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Mens/Underftanding by his Wu. 


« All--other pretende 
© with metaphyſical and ſenſeleſt 
© ſerve. only. to confound Peoples Underſtand- 
„ ings and keep them in Ignorance.” Miziſtere, 
ati leaſt moſt of them, diſclaim and renbunce 
i ach Rules, and every other that his nb 
Foundation in the only Rule, and are for 6 
other Rule but this only One. They ate not 


for ponfounding their Peoples Underſtan dings; 


hor keeping: them in Ignbrance. Let him and 
the # opzfb Doctor ſquable about this; Proteſtani 
Miniſters have no Concern in the Conttovetſys 
| am ſure this Author may know the contraty 
of what he calwinibully afferts ; Do nit moſt 
of our Miſters teach plainly; in Imitation of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cer. ii. 4 5. Not auth the en. 
cory Morus of Mens Wiſaom, &c. As for tho 
who abound in Meraphyſical and ſenſeleſs Bi 
infions; and in rhreid high flown Elognence? 


abozie the Capnrities of the Proplej let them 


nfter-f6r it; but many, yet, I hope moſt of 


oi ſtem live not ſo learned CH. He add 
| And to bring Morey and Dovolion, Pb abe 
and Reverence to Prieſts, ho pretend to be 


a 


bez that che Poole do net nrderitina thek. 
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vor thoſe that make tem? Indeed if our Un- 
derſtandings was of the ſame Size with. that of 
our: A dthor's; there might be ſome: Truth in 
what:he ſays; but he is not to meaſure other 


le gives Minjfert a parting Blow In his laff 
Parapraph., You. may fee that they are the 
Du of bis Malice in all his Writings 3 but 
the, as 1 ſuppole; deſpiſe it, and ſo they. may, 
Rules, which abound 
iſtinctions, 
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& ſites; that as our [Bibles will tell us without 


25 explaining; John xvii. 156: and 2: Cd. m4 


4+ diſclaimed all Wealth and Power! If he 


levels this at Fopiſh Pr ieſt s, let themlanſwer | 


for it. I know none who; pretend to. ben the 
Succeſſors of the Bleſſed Jaſut, but his ghoſtly 
Fathers the Popes, who blaſphemouſly pretend 
te be the Yzcars of Chriſt. Proteſtant Mini. 
ſters pretend to be the Succeffors of the Apo- 
tles indeed; which our Bibles: tell us, without 
explaining; they are in the before quoted Pla- 
ces, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Epb. iv. r 112, 
13. and in ſeveral other Places they diſclaim 
all Vealth and Power, which : Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles do not allow them; So if he deſigned 
this againſt: Proteſtant Minzſters, it is another 
of his vile and notorious: Slanders, for which, 


and all his other Sins, I:pray God may give 


him Repentance, and make his Heart ſound 
in his Statutes; for I ſincerely wiſh my worſt 
Enemies Repentance towards God, and Faith 
in our Lord; Jeſus Chriſ tee 

Now Ser, I am afraid I have wearied you, 


and ſhall not detain you much longer from your 


more weighty. Affairs. | Notwithſtanding, all 


the Ill nature the Author vents againſt Mini. 
ters, as before; yet there will be a Neceffity 
of Miniſters to inſtruct the Ignorant and to ad- 
miniſter, the Sacraments, Oc. as long as there 
are ignorant Perſons to inſtruct, and a Neceſſity 
to diſpenſe theſe. Ordinances, which will be till 
the End of the World, or till Chriſt come again 
if, we may believe our only Rule. See Mattl 
XRviii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 2. As 
| ne 
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Aan ddr not gelegte in he leaſt _— 
the'Perſpicuity gt the . 5 *Tigcertairf 
we eee ary cleir” and obvious: to the 
teſt Chhactty, Pr6VNd they: oſe the Means 

1 Send OR, : av Diligence in\reading 
and Patehing them; und a conferendIuns Ars 
rendatich! pon Burig rem preached," Medi- 
tation; Prayer, So. But if they ſhut their Eyes 
from Joobing into them;/or ſtop their Ears when 
they hear" them; "or neglect to do the Will of 
God, John. vii. 1), Sc. how is it poſſible 
they Lan underſtund them? The Principles of 
all Bintan Sclenbier are plain and: obvious” in 
the mfetves; But are they to be acquired with. 
out Study aud Application, or without Teach. 
ers, ho can in a= Confiſtency with Truth and 
Fact affert this? The Scriptures are deſigned 
for all- Sorts of Perſons, Learned and'Unicarned; 
to whom God has been: pleaſed to revealthem; 
and there is enough in that ſacred Book to ex- 
cite the Curioſity and Diligence of the moſt pe: 
netrating Underſtandings: And the*Zearned, 
tho® they: want not to be inſftructedifo'\much 2s 
others; yet if they be ſerious and conſeientious 
Chriſtians, they will regard Menifters as their 
Monitors and Remembrancert; Scand as 
thoſe appbinted by God, to inftriftithe Igna- 
rant» and to diſpenſe the Sacraments, and arg 
defirous under their Miniſtry 70 groe tu E race; 
and in the Knowledgevf our Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, as molt ſenſible, while. they are 
inthe Body they but fee in Part: and know 
in Part. I cannot think the Author will. have 
_ of the common People or others in bis 
| D 2 | Mind, 
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Wind, that they know: TH ende Bu 
ey, or what it is to 2718 f 104 bei 10 Neigh 
Narance, 


boyr ; no, they are ele of Ne ls 
and are not ſo full of themſelves as "thi Author 


and his Followers, who, I doubt not, want to 
be taught ſome of the firſt Principles of the 
Oracles ' of God, notwithſtanding. all ＋ Vs: 
bity. They are parkvedad, that one of the 
great Deſigns of the holy Scriptures, and of 
Mini ſters is, To open their Eyes, 224 ta turn 


Hen from Darkneſs unto Light, and from 


he Power of Satan unto. Goa, Ass XXVI. 1 

And that they need the Help of Cod and bu 
Anifters to do this, according to his.own. In 
ſtitution, being alarmed at ſuch awful Seri. 
zuret, as that you have in 2 Theſ. i. 5, 8, 9, 
e the Lord Feſus Chriſt ſhall be re: 


 Cealed from Heaven, taking Vengeance upon 


them that know not God, aud that obey nat the 
Goſpel of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt,” who ſhall, be 
Puniſbed with everlaſting Deſtruction from 
re Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of hit Power. The Excellency and Uſeful- 
geſs of the Scriptures lies in a great Meaſure 
in this, that they are adapted to the Capacities 


_ of all Mankind, Learned and Unlearned, that 


all may be bettered by them; and it is a very 
great Argument of their divine Aut boritj, 
that there is in them What ſuits the various 
Caſes, Circumſtances, and Conditions of all 
Perſons, Saints and Sinners, Learned and Un 
learned, &c. As to religious Matters, this is 
irrefragably demonſtrate by the late learned 


and ve Author * the Fulllling of: the Seref- 


FUTES, 


trifli; 
Ang 
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„ 
tures, 3. Book. which (e I am pretty well ins 
eee Book. i 67. 4 e I 


i a rate the Tr 
and divine Aut hority of the Scriptures; add t 
convince any Man to be a Chriff#an ; he only 
regreted, that it was not writ in fo polite and 
intelligible a Stile as it might have been,” 
AE hall only add, as to the Treatiſe annexed, 
that tho? I do not juſtify every Expreſſion in it, 
or go into ſome Sentiments of the Author, par- 
ticularly theſe Flights he has againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, near the Cloſe; yet I am of the Opinion, 
that it is an excellent Performance, and has 
more ſolid Reaſon in it againſt the Dezſts than 
ever I ſaw in ſo fmall a Bulk, and is ſufficient 
to convince any Man of the Truth. of Cbriſti- 
anity, as I oblerved; and fince 1 ſuppoſe it is 
out of Print, F think it may be uſeful rg reprint - 
it, for the Defence of the beſt of Cauſes and 
Principles, which are ſo much and ſo unjuſtly 
attacked and inſulted by our late Writers againſt 
revealed Religion. LT, : So BY og noe EY 
Upon the Whole, Sir, if it had not been to 
expoſe Miniſters, whom it ſeems our Author 
can never forgive, notwithſtanding 'all that the 
Founder of our only Rule, which he profefles 
to believe, can ſay, Matth. v. 44. Bur I Jay 
unto you, love your Enemiet, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you, ang 
perſecute you; the World had never ſeen this 
trifling and inconſiſtent Performance of his: 
And you nor no Body elſe ſhould have ſeen 
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SHORT and EAS 


#|M E THOD 


WITH THE 
1 EIS T 
WHEREIN | 


1913 The TRUTH of the CHRISTIAN 
7191 RELIGION is demonſtrated, by ſuch 
Rules as ſtand upon the Convitiion of our 
nn outward Senſes; and which are incompatible 
2999 with the fabulous Hiſtorzes of the Heatbhen 

91 Deztzes, the Deluſions of Mahomer, or any 
other Im poſture whatſoever. 


In a LETTER to a Friend. 


EDINBURG H, 
Printed in the Year 1698, and re- Printed in 
the Year 1733. 
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+. velation, with rhe ſhort Method Propoſed 
ro prove the Truth of 15 Chriſtian Re- 
1. ligion. Page 33 


That the 6 Wo of this Cauſe does depend 
$ pon the Truth of the Matters of Fact ſaid 
— Fo be done by Moles and Chtift. 37 
1. The Method taken to prove them. 38 
2. Four Rules  evhereby ro aſcertain the 
Truth of any Matter of Fact. ibs 
3. The two firſt Rules make it impoſſi ple 
to impoſe the Cheat at the Time when 
the Matter of Fact zs ſaid to be done. ibs 
4. The two laſt Rules ſecure equally againſt 
1 be Invention of it afterwards. 39 
— It. That t heſe Marks or Rules do all meet in the 
7 Matters of Fact of, Moſes aud Chriſt, hut not iu 
theſe of Mahomet, or tb heathen Deities. | 40 
: INT Moles. _ ; + 
Ar r Chriſt. | 
25 3. Mahomet and he heathen Deities. 4 43 
IV. The Deiſts are challenged to ſhew ang 
Fable that has all the four Rules or ag” 
before mentioned. 1 
V. Many 7. hings true, which have all hes i 
Marks, which ſhews the greater Certainty 
of that which has chem, 3 
VI. Eſpecially where the Importance of ſuc 
Tings ig great. . 
VII. Other Topicks,wohenes toprope le Chriſtian x 
7 tech Jrom the Truth of the Apoſtles, 


vil. The Atteſtation of Adverlaries. 8 3 
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N N anſwer to yours, of the 3d In- 
Mil fant, I much condole with you 
our unhappy Circumſtances of 
being placed amongſt ſuch Com- 
D pany, Where, as you ſay, you con- 
—— dinually hear the ſacred. Scrig- 
13 1 . iu* Y l n a 
res, and the Hiſtories therein contain'd, par- 
ticularly of Moſes and of Chriſt, and all reveal. 
ed Religion, turned into Redicule, by Men who 
ſet up for Senſe and Reaſon. And they ſay, 
That there is no greater Ground to believe in 
Chriſt than in Aabome⸗ That all theſe Preten- 
ces to Revelatzon are Cheats, and ever had been 
among Pagan, Jews, Mahometans, and Chrs: 
tian: They are all alike Impoſitions of cun- 


ning and deſigning . Men, upon. the Credulity, T 


at firſt, of ſimple and unthinking People, till, 
their Numbers encreaſing, their Deluſi ons 


48 das +3 vx $2643 HW 7-7 va 2%: 4 1 
N come at laſt to be eſtabliſhed by 


Laws, and then the Force of Education and 


Cuſtom gives a Biaſs to the Judgment of Aﬀer- 
ages, till fuch Deciets come really to be beliey'd, 
being received up on Tri{t from the Ages fore- 
going, without cxamining into the Original and 
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Bottom of them, which theſe our modern Men 


of Senſe (as they deſire to he eſteem'd) ſay, 
That they only do, that they only have their 
. freed from the ſlavi ſh Authority of 
Precedents and Laws, and Matters of Truth, 


eaſon: Tho” by a prudent Compliance wit 
Popularity and Laws, they preſerve themſelves 


from Outrage and legal Penalties, for none of 
their Complexions are addicted to Sufferingy or 


Martyrdom, Ss 
No, Sir, That which yay defire from me, 
is ſome ſhort Topick of Reaſon, if ſuch can be 
found, whereby, without running to Authori: 
ties, and the intricate Mazes of ame 
which breed long Diſputes, and which theſe 
Men of Reaſon deny by Whol--ſale,- tho' they 
can give no Regſon for it, only ſuppoſe that 
15 . have been trump'd upon us, zuterpo: 
ated and corrupted, ſo that no Streſs. can be 
laid upon them, tho it cannot be ſhewn where 
n they are ſo corrupted; which, in Reaſon, 
ought to ly upon them to prove, who alledge 
It, otherwiſe tis oyly a Precarious, but a guilty 
Plea: However, you ſay, it makes your Diſpute 


endleſs, and they go away with Noiſe and Cla- 


mour, and a Boaft, that there is nothing, at 
leaſt nothing certain to be ſaid on the Chriſtian 


Side; therefore you are defirous to find ſome 


one Zopick of Reaſon. which ſhould demon- 
ftrate the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and, 
at. the ſam Time, diſtinguiſh it from the Im- 
oftures of Mabomet, and the old Pagan 
rld, that our Deiſt+ may be brought to this 


: Teſt, and be Either obl: g'd to renounce' theit Ur 
a F 2 þ 2D JO - * a . : - Lou 4% : 6 | 1 
ED Reaſon 


P 


Fg 4 oa 


6 
Reaſn, ad ks common Reahin of Mankind; . 
or to ſubmit te the clear Proof, from Reaſon, ; 
of the Chriſtian Religion, which muſt be el 
1 Proof, as no Impoſture can pretend to, ' other- 
viſe it cannot prove the, Chriſtian Religion 
not to be an Im poſture. And whether ſuch 2 
proof, one fingle Proof (to avoid Confuſion )' is 
55 to be found out, you deſire to know from 


Pang you, fay, that you cannot imagine but 
there muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every 
Truth i is in itſelf clear, and one, and therefore 
that one Reaſon for. it, if it be the true Rea- 
ſon, muſt be ſufficient ; ; and, if ſufficient, | tis 
better than many, for Multiplicity confounds, 
eſpecially to weak Judgments, 

Sir, You have impoſed an hard Task upon 
me, 1 wiſh could perform it: Por tho' every 
Truth is one, yet our Sight is ſo feeble, that 
we cannot (always) come to it directly, but by 
many Inferences, and laying of Things toge ther. 

But I think chat i in the Caſe before us, there 
is ſuch a Proof as you require; and [ will ſet 


it down as ſhort and pans as 1 can. 


II. Firſt then I ſuppoſe, That the Truth af 
the Doctrine of Chriſt will be ſufficiently evin- 
ced, if the Matters of Fact which are record - 
ed of him in the Goſpel be true; for his N. 
racles, if true, do vouch the Truth of what he 
delivered. 

The ſame is to be ſaid. as to Moſes, if he 
brought the Children of Iſyael throug h the: Reg 
ſea, in that miraculous Manner which is related 
in Evodus, and did ſuch other wonderful Things 
| as 
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impoſl 

of Lo! 
Vom: 
by, tl 
hey 

had g 
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wan 
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the 1 


every DIE will Loßfele he ode ae in, 
if be ſaw them with his Eyes; therefore the 
whole of this Cauſe,will ang upon the N 


of theſe Matters f Fatt. 


1. And the Method I wil take i is, „ Erft. To 
lay down ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of Mal 
tert of Fact, that where they all meet, ſuch 
Matters of Fatf cannot be falſe. "oa then, 
24ly, To ſhew that all theſe Rules do meet in 
the Matters of. Fatt of Moſes, and of Chriſt; 
and that they do not meet in the Matters of 9 75 
'Fatt of Mahomet, of the heathen Deities, or Ihen 
can poſſibly meet in any Impoſture whatſoever. 
2. The Rules are theſe, (I.) L That the zone 
Matters of Fatt be ſuch, as that Mens onrward 
Senſes, their Eyes and Ears may be Judges of 
it. (2.) That it be done publickly in the Face Al 
of the World. (3.) That not only Fublick Mo: ay 
gruments be keept in Memory of 1t, but 7ome Cale 
outward Action to be performed. (4.) That 
ſuch Monuments and ſuch Action or Obſervant 
"ces: be inſtituted, . and do commence from the - : 
Time that the Matter of Fact was done.] 095 
3. The two firſt Rules make it impoſſible: for * 
pon ſuch Matter of Fat to be impoſed. upon ſuch 
Men at the Time when ſuch Matter of Fat nene 
was laid to be done; becauſe every Man's Eyes 
and Senſes would contradict it. For Example, | 
Suppoſe any Man ſhould' pretend that Yeſter- Sup} 
day he divided the Thames, in 'Prefence of? Thin 
the People in London, and carried the whole 


* . 


* * 


9 


2 is 


les, Women, 'an 
Err on dry Land, the Waters ftandin 


Ike. Walls on, Þorh Sides I fay, tis 1. 
5 impoſſible that he could perfwade the Peop 


Woman; and Chitd, could, contradict him, an 
by that this Was a notorious” alfhood, for tha 
had not ſeen the Thames ſo divided: Or 

1 gone over on dt 7 Land z therefor I take Tt 

br. granted, (and, 

owance of all. che Dez F in, che Worl 1 t 

10 Tuch Impoſition could be 99 2 pon 1 

the Time, when ſuch publick 

WO. yas ſaid to be done. 15 0 

71 4. Therefore. it only reid ins, t that fach Mat- 
2 Mir of Fd might be invented fometimg after, 


„ben the Men of that Generaribh, wherein the 


"2 Thing was ſaid to be done, Are all paſt and 
zone ; and the Credulity of Alter ages might 
be impoſed i upon to believe What Things! Ver 
oof done i in former Ages, which were 1 805 * 
- And for this, the two faſt Rules ecure os 
Ifo. Is much as the two firſt Rules in the former 
- Maſe ; for whenever ſuch 'a Matter of. Fact 
kme to bs invented, if, not only Monuments 
A ere ſaid to, remain. of i it, but likewiſe that pub- 
tho lick Actions and Obſervances were conſtantly 
5 uſed, ever fince the Matter of. Fact Was faid' 18 
be done, tlie Deceit mult be detected, by no 
ſuch Monuments appearing, and by the Expe- 
N tience of every Man, Woman, and Child, 950 
oy muft know fhat no ſuch Ac ions or Obſervan- 


* ces were ever uſed by them. For bee, 
ter. [Suppoſe I ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a 


perhaps, 
s. 


CMtdces; 175 is 


of London that this was true, Wllen every Ma 195 


fuppote, "with all the, AL | 


« Matters of Fas 


all Thing, done 4 thouſand Yeats ago, I might, 
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of cutting off à Joint of the Finger; and that 


Fore mentioned, and that neither the Matters © 


> * 
- = 


* . 


| her aps, get ſome. to; believe it , But if I fayd - 


Mot 10t on! y ſuch, a Thing was, done, but thatfl 
240 vokp-: „ 1.5 2 » © 2 fs . | 
rom that Day to this, every Man, at the Ape 


of twelve. Years, had a Joint of his little Fin 
ger cut off; and, that every Man in the Nati: 
on did want a Te 

of Fatt done ſo many Years ago, and vouch'd 
as a Proof and Confirmation of it, and as hay 
ing deſcended, without Interruption, and beet 
conſtantly practiſed in Memory of ſuch Mai 
ers of Fatt all along, from the Time that ſuc 
Matters of Fatt was done; l ſay, tis impoff 
ble I ſhould be believ'd in ſuch a Caſe, becaulc 
every one could contradift me, as to the Mark 


being Part of my original Matter of Fact, maſt 
demonſtrate the Whole to be falſe. _ 

2 It. Let us now come to the ſecond Point, tt 
JThew, that the Matters of Fact of Moſes, anc 
of Chriſt, have all theſe Rules or Marks be 


Fact of Mahomet, or what is reported of thi 
heathen Deities have the like; and that i 
Im poſture can have them all. 
i. As to Moſes his reſcuing the People © 
Tr ael out of Egypt, in ſuch a wonderful Man 
ner, dividing the Red-/ea, &c. is not only told 
but likewiſe that the Paſſover was then, at tha 
very Time, inſtituted, and that the Obſervat! 
dn of it has continued from that Time down al 


along, in all the Families of the Jews, in Re 
' membrance of that miraculous Deliverance 
thei 
com 


| To the ſame Purpolo was the Sabbarh 


oint of ſuch a Finger, and this |. 
Obſervation was faid to be Part of the Matten 


e Agel publick and ſolemn Inſtitutions. 
> Fin Now, as it was impoſſible for Moſes to IR, 
Nati. perſwaded Six hundred thouſand Men, that he 
d thi had pps 0 them out of Egypt; through the 
ati "Red ſea; &c. if it had not been true; ſo, if 
\uch'M ſuch a Story was invented in After ages, and 
s haj che Obſervation of the Paſver, from that 
1 bees Time, ſaid to be a Part of the Matter of Fatt, © 
Jail it muſt neceſſarily ſhew the Whole to: be. falſe, 
it ſuel becauſe when that Story was firſt invented, every 
poſi Body muſt x now, that they had never obſerv 4 
ecauſY any Paſſo ver in Memory of ſuch a Thing, or 
Math ever heard of it before; and it being told, that 
d tha as certaifly. as ſuch a Thing was done, 0 cer- 
muſt} tainly was ſuch a Paſſover keept, and that not 
only by One or Two in a Corner, but publick- 
ly,. fn by the Law: of the Nation, and in every 
int, of Family: I ſay, tis full as impoſſible to make 
, ANC Men believe this, if it be a Lie, as to have. 
ks be perſwaded all thoſe Men out of their Senſes, ax 
ers off the Time when the Thing was ſaid; to be * 
of the For, let me ask, Is it not as impoſſib le to make 
at d 4 whole Nation of Men believe, that they had 
been all crcumciſed or baptized, and did car: 
ple 0 cumciſe or baÞrize. their Children, that they 
Hau keept, and always had done every ſeventh Day, 
told a ſolemn yearly Pagover, &c. if they had ne- 
t thal ver- done any of theſe Things, and that they 
>rvati had not only keept theſe Olſervatzons, bur like- 
wn all wile that they keept them in Memory of what 
jn Ne they had- 04 5 heard of before that Pay 2 I ſay, 
trance is it not as impoſſible to perſwade Men to this? 
and is it not as much againſt their Senſes, as 


(iS T2; 


3 e 7150 "and. ſeveral - other 


well as: their Reaſon, as to make them believe 
F that 
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that they had paſſed: through à S, or any o. 
ther Matter of Fadt that can be nam d? And 
the Truth of the firſt Matter of Fatt is fail to 
bei done ſo many hundred Tears age, being ur- 
ged, when firſt invented, to bei no further be- 
liev'd,; than as thoſe Obſervances have been 
known and practiſed; and theſe publick :Obſer- 
vances, be ing brought as a Proof and Confir- 
mation of the firſt Matter of Fact, tis as much 
_ -avainfk! the Senſes of that Age, wherein ſuch 
Story was firſt invented, to believe it, as it was 
againſt the Senſes of thoſe who lived when ſuch 
a Story was ſaid to be done, to have believ'd it 
at that Time; and therefore, where any Mat- 
ter of Fact is attended with all the Rules and 
Marks before mentioned, tis as impoſſible to 
invent it in any After ages without a Diſcovery, 
as to have impoſed it upon the Senſes of Man- 
kind, at the Time whenit was ſaid to be done 
2. Now ſecondly, As to our bleſſed Saviou, 
his Works and Miracles, which are recorded of 
him in the Gaſpels, are {aid to be done pub- 
lickly, in the Face of the World, as he argued 
to his Accuſers, { pale openly to the World, 
and in Secret have I ſaid nothing, John xiv. 
10. It is told, Acty xi. 41. that three Thou: 
fand at one Time, and Act, iv. 4. that about 
five Thouſand at another Time were converted, 
upon Conviction of What themſelves had ſeen, 
what had been done publickly before their 
Eyes, wherein it was impoſſible to have impoſed 
upon them. Therefore here were the two firſt 
of the Rules before mentioned. 
Then for the two ſecond, Yaptiſin and the 
Lord's Supper were inſtitu ted as perpetual 
= Memo 


— 
— 


2 De — — — D — — 
— CET CO EEED Pry — tn, a 


- * * 3 
— 5 a, "— 2 Þ  — - — 
— 4 a t _—_ 2 9 a 
- * . 


= = x = = ® = j - = # = 
4 
5 5 — 8 _ * 
tn 0 5 — Nn „ "a — „ 1 * LOO — oy as * — , 1 1 8 * om with, —„ s 2 —— * r wa — 4 * b _ 
7 bu. \ Þ __ Fro Wy — = 22 — S2. — 1 7 8 - - booed pd — — $5 4 3223. © 2 Þ 1 N 4 
— 4 Fw B * * Wo... , N , Se 6 , - 8 "_ *. —_— a 
\ 3 "_ * — * — wage — 892 n 2 I Oka , * 2 e War 1 — 2 „ _ Bs. of 206. 3 — — * =" — . p . ill a * ag WA. Sw rg CVE C * — 
Fn . 2 = * I * 2 » Ys 2 * 1 r * — IS; * = . I * 8 8 NA £ Cad. ws r 7 
[4 2 r — ogy - + : o : 8 - * Wen - ** ** 1 62 1 . — — * 1 2. — * 0 C +% = 22630 4 22 r _ þ <4 , 
Pl * * — — — — „ — — —— Ka ee 9 * _- * G3 ** N Da _ * - k AT q * , * . 
* 4 * x) * * . Ne =. 7 4 
* * b * * "_ * ” * > 
d 8 b © ER — ” ——— " ou . - < 
. . 5 0 3 * nn PO = 4 . Ie 8 — 
4 - A 2 * ..... W. - ae 4-4 : ? r — — 5 C „ = — +=" * 2 7 b 
N G — - _ _—_— ard. . A 
5 —— n — 0 - _ — — 2 r — * — — 1 — 
N "= 2 W * * a + a — . — — * — - _- PE * 
1 ag — — RY "a AR — . - > N wo wy - — 
* * 
0 
: 
: -.£ 


43 
Memorials of theſe Things, andꝭthey were not 


whem thoſe Things were ſaid to be done, aud 
haue been obſerved without Anterruption; in; all 
Ages through the whole Chtiſtian World, 
down all then Way fram that Time to thisz 
and therefore. by what is ſaid above; it as as 
impoſſible to have impoſed upon Mankind.ie 
this Matter, by: inventing of it in Aﬀter-ages, 


to be dune. 

3. The Martens of r of Aabomee, or what 
is fabled of the Heatben Dezrzes,:do:all want 
ſome. of theiigforeſaid four Rules, whereby the 
Certainty of Matter of Fact are demonſtrated. 
Pirſt; For Maomet, he pretended to no Mira- 
cles; as he tells us in his Alcoran, Cap. G. Os. 
and thoſe which are commenly told of him, 

paſs among the Mahomerans themſelves but as 
Leser Fables, and, as ſuch, are rejected by 
the / Wiſe and: Dearhed amongſt them, as the 
Legends of their Saints are in the Church of 
Rome. See Dr. Prideau his: Life of Maho- 
met, Page 34. 


of him, do all want the two firſt Rules before 
mentioned. .- For his pretended Converſe with 
the Moon, "Oo Maſra, or Night journey from 
Mecca to Fernuſalem,: and thence to; Heaven, 
&c. were not performed before any Body. W 
have only his own Word for them, and they are 
as ground leſs as the Deluſions of Fox or Muggle- 
he ron amongſt ourſolves. The ſame is to be ſaid 
zal (in the ſecond Place) of the EFahles of thehea- 


10% | zhen: Faun, of 2 ſtealing. Sheep, Ju- 


ha 


inſtituted in Aſter ages; but ati the very Time 


as at the Time when thoſe Things were laid 


But in the next 3 thoſe 3 are told 
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iter's turning himſelf into a Hull, and this 


like ; beſides the Folly. and Unworthineſs of 


ſuch fenſeleſs pretended Miracles. And more> 
over, the Wife among the Heathen did reckon 
no otherwiſe of theſe but as Fables, which had 


a Mythology or myftical Meaning in them, of 
which ſeveral of them had given us the Razz-f-. 
onal or Explication. And tis plain enough] 
that Ovid meant no other by all his Metamor. 


Phoſe r. 


"Tis true, that Feaſts, Games, and ſuch like 
publick Tuſtiturions, were appointed in Memo: ff. 


ry of Bacchus, Ceres, and other of the heathen 
Deities: But theſe want the fourth Mark, . 
That ſuch publick Inſt itutions ſhould commence 
from the Time that ſuch Actions which they 


commemorate were ſaid to be done, otherwiſe v 
they cannot ſecure After-ages from the Impo- 


ſture, by detecting it, at the Time when firſt 
invented, as hath been argued before. But the 
Sacohnalia, and other heathen Feaſts, were 
inſtituted many Ages after what was reported 
of theſe Gods was ſaid to be done, and thete- 
fore can be no Proof of them. 
IV. Now, to apply what has been ſaid, you 
may challenge all the Dezſfts in the World to 
ſhew any Action that is fabulous, which has 
all the four Rules or Marks before mentioned. 


No, tis impoſſible; and (to reſume a little 


what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſtory of Exodus 
or the Goſpel could never have been received, 
if they had not been true, becauſe the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Pager, of Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper are there related; as Memorials then 


gommenced, and ſo to defcend. through the ſug- 


ceeding 


bed 
as in 
keep 
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— . 


l 1 "impoſſible. to perſwade Men, 
Keept Pavers, and received. Sacraments, if 


were ſaid to be done. 


18 a Man as 7 


{( &f 
cacding Ages: And (as I ſaid before) tis; fall 
at they bad — 


they had not done i it, as that they walked upon 
their Heads, went through Seas, or what you 


A pleaſe. 
And the Truth of the Matter of Fat of Er- 


odus and the Goſpe!, being no otherwiſe preſſed 
upon Men, than as they had practiſed ſuch pub- 
lick Inſtitutions, * 'tis appealing to the Senſes of 
| 8 for the Truth of them, and makes it 
n for any to have invented ſuch Stories 
n After- ages, without. a palpable eteQion of 
* Cheat when firſt invented, as impoſſible to 
have impoſed upon the Senſes of Mankind, at 
the Time when ſuch publick Marters of Fatt | 


V. I do not ſay, that every Thing which 
wants theſe four Mars is falſe 5 but that no- 
thing can be falſe which has them all. 

| have no Manner of Doubt that there was 
li l Ceſar, that he fought at 

Pharſalia, was killed in the Senate houſe, and 
many other Matters of Faft of ancient Times, 
tho? we keep no Publick Obſervances in Memo- 


ry of them. 


But this ſhews, that the Matters of Fact of 


Moſes arid of Chriſt have come down to us, bet- 
ter guarded than any otber Matters of Fact, 


how true ſoever, 


And yet our Deiſte who would laugh any 


Man out of the World, as an irrational 2rnte, 


that ſhould offer to deny. Ceſar or Alexander, 
Homer or Virgil, their Publick Works and Ac. 


F205, do at the lame Time value themſelves 
as 
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ther there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, whether 
he beat or was beaten at Pharſalia? Whethe 
Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch Books? And whe 
ther what is related in the [;zads or ZEncid 
be true or falſe ?-*ris not Twopence up or down 
to any Man in the World, and therefore tit 
worth no Man's While to enquire into c, ei 
ther to oppoſe or juſtify the Truth of theſe Re 


lations. 
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and Eternity are concerned in the Truth of what 


Fact; examine and fift them narrowly, and 


for it concerned. .them nearly, and was of the 
laſt Importance to them. ; 


"Matters of Fact, fo ſifted, ſo examined, and fc 
atteſted, as no other Matters of Fact in the 


highly unreaſonable, even to Madneſs, to deny 
other Matters of Fact, which have not the cen: | 
thouſand Part of their Evidence, and are of nc 
Conſequence at all to us, whether true or falſe} 
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fallible Marks, which the others want. 
Vl. Beſides that, the Importance of the Sub- 
ject would oblige all Men to enquire more nar- 
rowly into the one than the other: For what 
Conſequence is it to me, or to the World, whe: 


But both our Souls and Bodies, both this Life 
is related in the holy Scriptures: And there. 
fore Men would be more inquiſitive into the 
Truth of theſe, than of any other Matters e 


How unreaſonable then is it to reje& theſ 


World ever were, and yet to think it the moi 


hey 
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I VII. There are ſeveral other Topicks from 
4 26 hence the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is 
labs winced to all who will judge by Reaſon, and 
wy 119 ive themſelves leave to confider. As the Im- 
th in robability that Ten or Twelve poor illiterate 
iſhermen ſhould form a Deſign. of converting 
ub. he whole World to believe their Deluſions, and 
© nat. Impoilibility of their effecting it without 

Force of Arms, Learning, Oratory, or any 


+ ne viſible Thing that could recommend them? 
the] to impoſe a Doctrine * oppoſite to the 
eth and Pleaſures of Men, and all worldly 


vantage or Enjoyments? and this in an Age 
ſo great Learning and Sagacity, as that 
herein the Goſpel was firſt preached. That 
hoſe Apoſtles ſhould not only undergo all the 
corn and Contempt, but the ſevereſt Perſe cu- 
ons. and moſt cruel Death that could be in. 
| ited, in Atteſtation to what themſelves knew 
b Lifeb be a meer Deceit, and Forgery of their own 
ontriving ; ſome have ſuffered for Error which 
ey thought to be Truth, but never any for 
Fhat themſelves knew to be Lier. And the 
poſtles muſt know what they: taught to be 
tes, if it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe 
Things, which they ſaid, they | 
f ch$2d both ſeen and heard, had Act, iv. ao. 
poked upon, and Handled wich 1 John i. 1. 
theſ$e:r Hands, &c. | 
and {of} Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps, 
n theſÞ!ght have propoſed ſome temporal Advanta- 
moſiſes to themſelves, but miſſed of them, and met 
> deny{!th Sufferings inftead of them; for if it had 
ot thebeen ſo, tis more than probable, that when 
> of ndbey ſaw their Diſappointment, they would 
falſe} have 
There | 


znetd 
dow 
re kit 
it, ei 
le Re 


p . 


* 
N 8 © * * = 1 n 
3 Fs 


i 
- 


—U— — 


Ammo, ,-——- 


8 ys — . — » 
- — —— — 2 — —— rn, ab + r Y = by — 2 — , 
r 2 N 8 a — we — 
7 * . . f N 8 > 8 #5 * - - "1 
=" — r e — Þ „ . T * n : Grow * 
2 * 8 
r . a . - 
0 on, 
r 7 * 1 — — _ 
Wb PR tay ag - %" 4 — : ch 
. — 0 ins as egy — SRI 
* —— PR —_ LE r DE N d — 


1 * 
- — 


——— 
—_— — * 


— * 
— — 


— * n 
E 


— Oo 2h 


* 
, 
— - — o * * 5 41 | 
— n UL, , — 
. A n , — — 
2 8 gy. yy oy Fg 0 5 * — x 
— 9 22 ä een ' 

— .. . — 

D * 2 — ny — Yu - * — 


ww tl >" 5” 
e 


. 


7 "s * F 7 


have difcovered bete Confpiracy;" "Erpzeiin bf 
when they might not only have ſaved theiff 77: 
Lives, but got great Rewards for doing of ir Fo; 
that not one of them ſhould ever avs been ſhec 
brought to do this? Chr 

But this is not all; for they tell us; that the] ſo tl 
Maſter bid them expect nothing but Suffering Tru 
in this World. This is the Tenure of all th ſufſi 
Goſpel which they taught; and they told th Ma- 
ſame to all whom they converted, ſo that her feſſir 
was no Diſappointment. phyr 

For all that were converiel: by ie, wer 27:5 
converted upon the certain Expectation of Si 
Jerings, and bidden prepare for it. Chriſſlable 
commanded his Diſciples to take up their Cra / F 
and follow him: And told them, hat in i IN 
Morld they ſhould have Tribulation: Thasbeen 
whoever did not forſake Father, Mother, Wijdfthis | 
Children, Lands, and their very Lives, couldby ar 
not be his Oiſciplos: That he who ſought 1 
fave his Life in this World, ſhould loſe it in 
the next. 

Now, that this deſpiſed Doctrine of che Croſs | 
ſhould prevail ſo univerſally againſt the 4 
Iurements of Fleſh and Blood. and all the Blan 
diſhments of this World : Againſt all the Rag 
and Perſecution of all the K 5 and Powers « 
the Earth, muſt ſhew its Original to be DivineÞile : 


and its Protector, Almighty, What is it elſefſong f 


could conquer without Arms, perſwade with 
out Rhetcrick, overcome Enemzes, diſarm Ty 
rants, and ſubdue Empires, without OppoF 
ſition ? 


VIII. We may add to all Wie the Teſtimoſ 
nies of the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecutor. 
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>crally} of Cbriſtianity, Jett and Gentiles, to the 
| theiff Truth of the Matter of Fact of Chriſt, ſuch as 
of ii Foſephns and Taczrur, of which the firſt flouri- 
| beef ſhed about Forty Years after the Death of 
ICh riſt, and the other about Seventy Years after; 
t theiſſo that they were capable of examining into the 
ring Truth, and wanted not Prejudice and Malice 
U tha ſufficient to have inclined them to deny the 
Id th Matter of Fatt itſelf of Chriſt: But their con- 
it her feſſing to it; as likewiſe Lucian, Celſus, Por- 
phyry, and Julian the Apoſtate, the Mabhome · 
tans ſince, and all other Enemies of Chriſtia- 
nzty that have ariſen in the World, is an undeni- 
able Atteſtation to the Truth of the Matter 
——W Dit 161 „„ 
IX. Theſe and other Topicks; which have 
Thafbeen inſiſted upon by thoſe who have managed 
Miſalthis Argument; cannot, nor ought to be denied 
coulFby any Man who pretends to common Senſe: 
ght And *tis very lamentable to ſee a wide Month; 
it i ſcornful Nod; or Liar, and a nozfy Efron- 
Jery, impatient of Argument or Contradifion; 
arry it away with ſome unthinking People; 
zwainſt all the Reaſon and Authority in the 
ſorld; only becauſe they ſay; That notwith- 
handing of all your Probabililies, however 
irtful laid together, yet *tis Pof/zble to be other 
viſe: And they demand; for Marrery of Fact 
bong fince paſt, a Demonſtration from the ont 
vard Senſes of the preſent Age, that is, that [ 
ould ſee or hear what was before I was bornz 
rhich is a Method they would hoor at, if pto- 
poſed in any other Caſe, | 
ftimo]. — | : 3 
enror +: ol X. But 
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1 
K. But tho' we cannot ſee what was dond 
before our Time, yet by the Marks which 


have laid down concerning the Certainty ihe} 
Matters of Fact done before, our Time, we mars te 
be as much aſſured of the Truth of them, at | 


if we ſaw them with our Eyes; becauſe whatf 
ever Matter of Fact has all the four Markil 
before mentioned, could never have been 2: 
wented and received but upon the Conviction o 
the ourward Senſes of all thoſe who did rect 
it, as before is demonſtrated 5 and thereford} 
this Topick which I have choſen, does and 
upon the Couviction even of Mens outward 
Senſes. And ſince you have confin'd me te 
one Topick, I have not inſiſted upon the ethermor 
which I have only nam'd.'' 1 I: 
Xl. And now it lies upon the Dez/ts, if the 
would appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew ſome 
Matter of Fact of former. Ages, which they 
allow to be rrue, that has greater Evidences 0 
its Truth, than the Matters: of, Fact of Moſei cert. 
and of Chrzſt ; otherwiſe they.;cannot, with any] XI 
Shew of Reaſon, reject the one, and yet admitſ};he *< 
of the other. 0 H 8 4 

But I have given them greater Latitudefltheir 
than this, for I have ſhewn ſuch Mars of the an 7 
Truth of the Matters of Fact of Moſes and olli intei 
Ghriſt, as no other Matters of Fact of tholeflPy;:; 
Times, however true, have but theſe: only : Andof .7 
I put it upon them to ſhew any Forgery that has then 
all theſe Marks. i imp! 
This is a ſhort Mme, keep them cloſs to, this Mat 
determines the Cauſe all at once. 
Let them produce their Afollonins Tyanens, || the; 
whoſe Life was put into Ergl;fh by the on &c. 
| cradicyh © 


- 15 | 5 
s don 7 51 


table Charles Blount, and compared with al 
he Mi and AMHalice be was Maſter of, to the 
| L. and Miracles of our bleſſed Saviour: 

Let them take Aid from all the Legende in 
e Zhurch of Rome, thoſe pious Cheats, the 
MarkSÞreft Diſgraces of Chriſtianity ; and which 
en 23Shave bid the faireſt, of any one Contrivance, 


tion oli overturn the Certainty of the Miracles of 
_— Wriſt and his Apoſtles, and whole Truth of- 
>FETOr 


Ihe Goſpel, by putting them all upon the ſame 
ot; at leaſt, they are ſo underſtood by the 
MG encrality of their Deworees, tho' diſouan d and 
me ta zugh'd at by the Learned, and Men of Senſe 
mong Men 

Let them pick and chovie the moſt probable 
of all the Fables of the Heathen Derrres; and 
Ace if they can find in any or all theſe the four 
Diarks before mention'd. 
dog off Otherwiſe let them ſubmit ta the irrefragable 
MoſelYCertainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 


h any] XII. But if, notwithſtanding of all that is ſaid, 
zdmit}:he Doiſts will ill contend, That all this is 


but Prieſt craft, the Invention of Praeeſts, for 
age their own Profit, Sc. Then they will give us 


Yintend : For then, we muſt look upon theſe 


them as Deities, who have ſuch Power as to 
impoſe, at their Pleaſure, upon the Senſes of 


this Mankind to make them believe, that they 


had practiſed ſuch public Inſtitutious, enacted 


24, them by Laws, taught them to their Children, 


__ Ke. when they had never done ay of theſe 


an Idea of Prieſts far different from what they. 


Przefts, not only as the cnnnzmgeſt and viſeſt 
of Mankind; but we ſhall be tempted to adore 
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Things, or ever ſo much as heard of them be: 
fare : And then, upon the Credit of their be- 
lieving that they had done ſuch Things as they 
never did, to make them further believe, upon 
the ſame Foundation, whatever they pleaſed 
fa impoſe upon them as to former Ages; I ſay, 
ſuch a Power as this muſt exceed ail that is 
human ; and conſequently make us rank theſe 
Prieſts far above the Condition of Mortals. 

2, Nay, this were to make them out do all 
that has ever been related of the zufernal 
Powers : For, tho' their Legerdemain has ex- from 
tended to deceive ſome unwary Beholders, and nd 
their Power of working ſome ſeeming Miracles $$) I 
has been great, yet it never reach'd, nor ever 4/20 
was ſuppoſed to reach ſo far as to deceive the hat 
Senſes of all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch ic! 
public and notorious Nature as thoſe of which If the 
we now ſpeak, to make them believe, that git 
they had enacted Laos for ſuch publick Ob- Pell 
 ſeryances, continually practiſed them, taught Frad:d 
them to their Chz/dren, and had been inſtructed $5 exc 
in them themſelves, from their Childhood, if. go ret 


ri. 
with 
we h 
exhil 
tion 
ye 8 
ur £ 
4. 
Arg! 
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they had never enacted, practiſæd, taught, or lf: 
been taught ſuch Things. | Hothi! 

3. And as this exceedsall the Porrer of Hell, Farry' 
and Devils; fo is it more than ever GOD ſnd V 
Almighty has done fince the Foundation of the Devi. 
World: None of the Miracles that he has ew 
fhewn, or Belief which he has required ta fie &. 
any Thing that he has revealed, has ever con- 0077 
tradicted the ourward Senſes of any one Man XII 
in the World, much leſs of all Mankind to- Fpuſt 1 
gether. For Miracles being Appeals to our nd C. 
cut wald Senſes, if they ſhould overthrow the JÞg th 


Certainty. 


EE 


n bes cvrtajnty of our outward Senſer, muſt deſitoy 
ir be- with it all their own Certainty as to us; ſince 


ig Fur Senſes. W 
| & . This, by the Way, is a yet unanſwer'd 7 
Argument againſt the Miracle of Tranſubſtan-. 


ug than all the Scrzprures tell of them. 


ye have no other Way to judge of a Miracle 


exhibited to our Senſes, than upon the Suppo- 
tion of the Certarnty of our Senſes, upon which, 


de give Cręd it to A Miracle, that is ſhewn to 


ation, and ſhews the Weakneſs of the De- 
ence which tne Church of Rome offers for it, 
from whom the Socznzans have lick'd it up, 
ind of late, have glory'd much in it amongſt. 

ts) That the Doctrines of the Trinity or Incare. 


hat of Tranſuhſtantiation: For I would ask, 
ybich of our Senſes is it which the Doctrines 
f the Trinity or Jucarnation do contradict ?. 
Is it our Seezng, Hearing, Feeling, Taſte, or 


nell: Whereas Tranſubſtantiation does con- 


tadict all of theſe. Therefore the Compariſon, 


| 3 exceedingly ort, and out of Pyrpule. But 


o return, | 
If the Chriſtian Religion be a (Heat, and 
othing elſe but the 1:2en1zon, of Proeſts, and 


Farry'd on by their Craf?, it makes their Poser 


nd MWiſdom greater than that of Men, Angels or 
Devils 5 and more than GOD himſelf ever yet. 
ew'd or expreſs'd ; to decet ve and mpaſe upon 


otorious Matters Fakt. NN 
XIII. And this Miracle, which the Del ſt 


-. buſt run into, to avoid theſe recorded of Moſes. 


nd Chrzft, is much greater and more aſtoni ſu- 


1417072 contain as great ſeeming Abſurdities as 


he Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch publick and 
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»So that thoſe Men, who laugh at all . 
Faoles, are now obliged to account for the 
greateſt of all, how the Senſes'of Mankind 
49g impos'd upon in ſuch Public Marters 
Fact. | 5 
2 how then, they make the Prieſts the 
moſt contemplible of all Manking, ſince they 
make hem the ſole Authors of this, the greateſt 
of Miracles ! ""M 
XIV. And ſince the Dezſts (theſe Men of 
Senſe and Reaſon) have ſo vile and mean an 
Idea of the Prieſts of all Relzgzons, why do they 
not recover the World out of the Poſſeſſion and 
Government of ſuch Blockheads ! Why do they 
ſuffer Kings and States to be led by them ! To 
eſtabliſh their Decezrs by Laws ; and infli& 
Penalties upon the Oppoſer of them! Let the 
Derſts try their Hands; they have been try: 
ing, and are now very buſy about it, and 
free Liberty they have, yet have they not pre- 
vailed, nor ever yet did prevail in any cdi 
les d or generou Nation; and tho' they have 
made ſome ſnroads among the Hotintots, and 
ſome other the moſt Brutal Part of Mankind, 
yet are they ſtill exploded, and Prieſts have 
and do prevail againſt them, among net only 
the greateſt, but beſt Part of the World, and 
the molt glorious for Arrs, Learning, and War 
XV. For as the Devil doth ape GOD, in 
his Tnſtztutzons of Religion, his Feaſrs, Sa 
crzfices, &c. ſo likewiſe in his Prieſts ; without 
whom no Religion, whether true or falſe, ca 
ſtand ; falſe Religion is but a Corruptio 
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of the true; the true was before it, tho? it fol wher 
lowed cloſs upon the Heels. The n | 
15 „ made 
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ade to Moſes is elder than any Hiſtory extant 
Imitation of him, pretended likewiſe to their 


Revelations: ;z.: but 1 have given thoſe Marks 
which diſtinguiſh them from the true; none 


Jof them have thoſe four Marks before mention- 


ed. Now the Dezſts think all Revelations to 
be equally Pretended, and a Cheat; and the 


equally againſt all, and are equally engaged to 
bear the Brunt of all 5 and if the Conteſt be 
only betwixt the Heiſts and the Przeſts; which 
of them are the Men of the greateſt Parts 
and Senſe, let the Effects: determine it; and 
let the Deſks yield the Victory to their Con- 

uerors, who, by their on Confeſſion, carry 
all the World before tthemn. 


et the tO c 1 5 
7 171 XVI. If the Dezfts ſay, that this is becaufe 
and all the World are Slocſheads, as well as theſe 


t pre- 
ci vi- 
have 

„ and 

kind, 
have 


only 
| and 


Prieſts who govern them; that all are Blocks 
beads except the Zezſts, who vote themſelves 
only to be Men of Sense: This (beſides the 
Modeſty of it) will ſpoil: their great and be- 
loved Zopzck, in Bebalf of whar they call 24. 
tural Religion againſt the Reveal'd, wit, ap- 
N to the common Reaſon of Mankind 4 

his they ſet up againſt Revelation ; think 


in the Heathen World. The Heathens, in 


Prieſts of all Religions to be the ſame Contri per: 
and Juglers; and therefore they .proclaim Har 


arlhis to be ſufficient for all the Uſes of Men, 


D, infſere, or hereafter, (if there be any After-ſtate). 


48nd therefore that there is no Uſe of Revela - 


*thoudſ(2022 3 this common Reaſon they advance as i- 


> ca allible, at leaſt as the ſureſt Guide; yet now. 
\ptionſ<ry out upon it, when it turns againſt them; 
it follwhen this common Reaſons runs after -Revela-" 


lation £ | tion 
made 


ron (as it always has done) then dom mon Neu vent 
fon is a Beaſt ; and we muſt look for Rea 5 
Jon, not from the common Sentiment of Man Pri 
kind, but only from among the Beaux thefther 
o 1 1 - 19888 i 
XVII. Therefore, if the DPeifts would avoid to | 
the Mortiſication (which will be very uneaſyſjzece 
to them) to. yzeld and ſubmit, to be ſubdut{tion: 
and hew's down before the +rzeſtr, whom off. 
all Mankind, they Hate and deſpiſe; if they Flity 
would avoid this, let them confeſs; as the Sc: 
Truth is, that Religion is no Invention. off and. 
Prieſts; but of Divine Original: That Prieſt 4a: 
were inſtituted by the ſame Author of Religion or 4 
and that their Order is a perpetual and living if tl 
Monument of the Matters of Fact of their Reli mei 
gion, inſtituted from the Time that ſuch Matteril are 
of Fatt were ſaid to be done, as the Levitet the! 
from Moyes 3 the Apoſtles; and ſucceeding Cler- I but! 
gy from Chriſt, to this Pay. That no Hea-I 282! 
then Frieſts can ſay the ſame: They were not $0 
appointed by the Gods whom they ſerv'd, but o £ 
by others in After-ages, in H« nour of thoſe Join 
Gods. They cannot ſtand the Teſt of the four 
Rules before mentioned, which the Chriſtian (by 
Prieſts can do; and they only, And it being get! 
told in the Matter of Fact of Chriſt, that ſuch {| val. 
Order of Prieſts were by him inſtituted, and td to.1 
continue to the End of the World; if the wou 
Matters of Fact of CHRIST were falſe, then A 
whenever they came to be invented, in After - of. 0 
apes, there could be no ſuch Order of Chri- || 277: 
ſtan Prieſts; and the Matters of Fact of Ghriſt 22 
being preſs'd to be true, no otherwiſe than as | £ 
there was (at that Time when they were in- 71; 
" vented) | -- 
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chere being then no luch Order of Pen viltble 
in be World, muſt demonffrate the ' whole 
to be falſe, and ſo make it impofſible to be 


ſtituted by Chisſt himſelf, and continued bo 
Succeſſion to this Day, being as 7#7Pregnable 


"IT 


againſt the Lrieſt hood, knowing "that if h 
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\miſguided Zea!) has deluded thus to under ſe to 
2 Chriſtianity, now at Iaft look back, andlain 
les the Snats in which they have been taken $0 « 
for if they had preyail'd, or ever ſhould; CHrilhis 
Stzanzty dies with them; at leaſt, it will be Wan 
render d precarious, as a Thing of which nok. 
certain Proof can be given. Therefore, let 
5 af them, who have any Zeal for the 
Truth, bleſs GOD that they have not prevail'd ;þ 
and quickly leave them, and let all others he 
W 
And let us confider and honour the Priaſſ. h ic 
= hood, Sacraments,and other pul- ſot o 

SE 8 lick Inſtitutions of Chriſt, not on- all 
Ser. p. 19. ly as Meqny of Grace and Helps ate 
. e but as the great 
Bvidenceg of the Chriſti an Religion. 
Such Fyidenges as no Pretended Revelation fauſe 
ever had, or can have. Such as do plainly 
| diſtinguiſh it from all fooliſh Legends and In. nan 
i poſtures whatloever. 
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XX. And now, laſt of all, if one Word of 
| 1.3 Advice would nat be loſt upon Men, who think 3 
| fl {q unmeaſyrable of themſelves as the Dezſts, | 
1 you may repreſept to them, what a Condition 
1 they are in, who ſpend their Liſe and Senſe, 


which GOD has given them, in ridiculing 
the greateſt of his Bleſſings, his Revelation of 
Chriſt, and by Chriſt, to redeem thoſe from 
eternal Miſery, who ſhall belzeve in him, and 
obey his Laws. And that GOD, in his 0072+ 
e, Mercy and Wiſdom, has ſo guarded his 
Revelations, as that it is paſt the Power of Men 
or Devils to caunterfeit : And that there is no 
denying of them , unleſs wo will be ſo —_— 
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under ſs to deny not only the Reaſon, but the C 
ck, andlainty of the ourward Senſes, not only of one of 
taken q or three, but of Mankind in general. That 
Cbriihis Caſe is fo very plain, that nothing but 
will be Want of Thought can hinder any to diſcover. 
nich noft- That they muſt yield it to be fo plain, un- 


Ye, Terfeſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery, which has all 
for thehe four Marks before ſet down. But if ther 


vail'd hnnot do this, they muſt quite their Cauſe, 
ers hend yield a happy Y7fory over themſelves 3 

Ir elſe fit down with all that Ignominy with 
Prie ſt. h ich they have loaded the Przeſts, of being 
er pub. ot only the moſt pernicious, but (what will 
not on · all them more) the moſt fooliſb and ãnconſide- 
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Bey ate of Mankind. 


great] Therefore let them not think it an under- 
_ _ © Faluing of their HWorrchinegſs, that their whole 
lation [auſe is compriſed in leſs than two Sheets f. 
lainlyFaper : And no more Time beſtowed upon it 
An it is hg.. © © on 


2rd af | 1 
think July 17th, 
ez/ts, | ay” : 
lition 1 
Senſe, 
uling 
27 of 
from FE I N I g. 
and l : P's * 
200728 

| his 

Men 


8 n0 
ſurd 
ay 


